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Welcome! 
If you have any topics or articles to submit for future newsletters, please reach out to Sandy or Carrie. 

 
 

Meeting Time/Location: 

Every third Sunday of the month at 

2:00 pm at the CRC on the 

campus of SMSU. 

 

Contact US 

Sandra Tuszynski, OFS 

Minister 

507-763-3184 

dnstuszynski@hotmail.com  

 

 

 
 

1. 20th Anniversary of 

Profession 

2. New Officers 

3. Getting to Know… 

4. Spiritual Assistant’s 

Reflection 

5. First Day of Dream 

Catchers 2022 

6. JoAnn – CCW Woman of 

the Year 

7. All Creatures of our God 

and King 

20th Anniversary of Profession 
 
April 22nd marked the 20th 
anniversary of profession for Jim 
Hubley and Lisa Kremer. We 
congratulate them on this special 
occasion and for their efforts, initially, 
in forming Little Portion Fraternity. 

Jim and Lisa met in 2000 when she 
was youth campus minister at Holy 
Redeemer in Marshall and Jim was a 
faculty member at Southwest State 
University. Jim began one of their early 
conversations together by asking, 
“What do you know about Secular 

Franciscans.” And while Lisa personally knew and had been educated by 
Franciscans, she had never heard of the Third Order Secular Franciscans. She 
asked the help of Sr. Colette, a Franciscan nun, who was working at Holy 
Redeemer at the time. Shortly after that another nun, Sr. Annella Bienek, came 
to live in Marshall and she had extensive experience with the Secular 
Franciscans. God was behind it all and within a short period of time Sr. Annella 
helped to set up “Come and See” sessions. It wasn’t long before five 
individuals were drawn to begin formation studies with Jim and Sis Hein, who 
traveled nearly 200 miles each way to conduct the monthly formation classes. 

From that beginning Little Portion has grown, was Canonically Established in 
November of 2009, and now has 19 professed members. How grateful we are 
for Jim and Lisa’s faithfulness to follow God’s leading as we all strive to live out 
our Franciscan mission. 

 

New Officers for 2022 

 

Sharon Kinker, Vice 

Minister; Annette Rohlik, 

Secretary; Carrie Stiernagle, 

Formation Director; 

Bernadette Deutz, 

Treasurer; Amanda Oney, 

Spiritual Assistant; Sandy 

Tuszynski, Minister. 

 

 

Jim and Lisa - 20th Anniversary of 

Profession 

mailto:dnstuszynski@hotmail.com


 

 

Upcoming Dates to 

Remember: 

Birthdays 
July 7       Lisa Kremer 

July 11     Fern Kerkvliet 

Aug. 26    Amanda Oney 

Sept. 2     Nancy Rebstock 

Sept. 2     Annette Rohlik 

Sept. 6     Sharon Kinker 

Sept. 23   Ann Felton 

 

Anniversaries 
July 9        Fern Kerkvliet 

July 24     Elreda Brewster (40 years!) 

Aug. 18    Nancy Rebstock 

Aug. 18    Carrie Stiernagle 

 

Meetings/Celebrations 
July 17    Meeting 

Aug. 21   Meeting 

Sept. 18  Meeting 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Showing off some crafts 

 

Getting to Know Jim Hubley 
 
I was born in Fairmont, MN 
My family consists of my wife, 3 children, 2 brothers, 1 sister, 1 grandson. 
I belong to Holy Redeemer Parish, where I go to mass. 
Languages I speak are English, some Swedish, Lingala (an African language), 
some German. 
My community volunteer work includes taking vets to the VA hospital. 
The most interesting work I have done is driving a school bus.  I like this work 
because all the problems were behind me. 
My favorite method of prayer is centering prayer with meditation. 
My hobbies and interests include traveling, reading and art.  I am starting to paint 
rocks. 
Most people who know me would never guess that I like tequila with a worm. 
One thing that really makes me happy is good people. 
The strangest food combination that I enjoy is Lutefisk with mustard and onions. 
 

Summer Reflection 
Summer is officially here. Increased temperatures mean I finally feel comfortable 
enough to go outside without multiple layers of clothing. I’ve got the back yard 
ready to spend more time outside. The patio furniture is out and my flower pots are 
filled with colorful blooms. I also take more frequent strolls in our neighborhood 
when the days get longer. I was out for an evening walk, enjoying the light and 
warmth of the sun and found myself thinking about St Francis’ Canticle of the 
Creatures. One of the first verses seemed most appropriate, “Praised be You, my 
Lord, with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, Who is the day and 
through whom You give us light. And he is beautiful and radiant with great 
splendor; and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.” I was reminded that all of 
creation reflects God’s power and goodness. In that moment I was also aware of 
God’s love for me, a unique part of his creation. St Francis’ life gave witness to 
these same ideas, and I know we have heard them before. I offer my reflection as 
a simple reminder to appreciate the simple joys around us and take a moment to 
offer up praise and thanksgiving. Summer will be behind us all too soon, may we 
each take time to enjoy Brother Sun. 

~Submitted by Amanda Oney 
 

First Day of Dream Catchers 2022 

We started out the summer of 2022 on Tuesday, June 7th with 22 Dream 
Catchers. They were all ready to go on time at St. Mary’s Church parking lot in 
Worthington – and rode the bus out to our location at the barn. We focused the 
first day on the phrase “For such a time as this” taken from Esther 4:13-14. As we 
explored what it means to be a servant-leader looking at the example of Jesus, we 
also learned the story of 
Queen Esther and her 
example of leadership. The 
emphasis was that God has 
created us all with a purpose, 
“for such a time as this”, just 
as Esther was created for the 
time and place she lived. 
There was lots of garden 
planting that got done, and 
Carrie worked with the youth 
on several crafts, including 
making pinwheels and garden markers. We look forward to another incredible year 
and thank our Franciscan friends for their support! 

~Submitted by Lisa Kremer 

 



 

Answers to Prayer: 

• A great granddaughter 

to JoAnn – welcome 

Meredith! 

• A granddaughter to Lisa 

– welcome Heidi! 

• Safe return for Carrie’s 

cousin, Alex, from the 

Ukraine border 

 

 

Hear our humble prayer, O 
God, 

for our friends the animals, 
your creatures. 

We pray especially for all that 
are suffering in any way: 
for the overworked and 

underfed, 
the hunted, lost, or hungry; 

for all in captivity or ill-treated, 
and for those that must be put 

to death. 
For those who deal with them, 

we ask a gentle heart of 
compassion, 

gentle hands, and kindly words. 
Make us all true friends to 

animals 
and worthy followers of our 

merciful Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

—From United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, "Prayers and 
Blessings for Special Occasions: 
Saint Francis: Blessing of Animals" 

 

 

 

 

 

JoAnn Masters – 2022 Woman of the Year 
 

We, at Little Portion Fraternity, were excited to have our own 
JoAnn Masters chosen as the 30th recipient of the New Ulm 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women for the 2022 “Woman 
of the Year” Award. She is so deserving of this honor and 
has worked tirelessly in multiple roles in CCW throughout the 
years. She is active at her parish in St. Andrew’s in Granite 
Falls, leading rosary, teaching RICA classes, the Seven 
Sisters Apostolate and so much more. 

JoAnn was professed as a Secular Franciscan in March 
2008 and served as formation director for 8 years. We have 
all benefitted from her gifts of teaching church history, seven 
crown rosary, liturgy of the hours, not to mention making it 
fun and a real community builder. She exemplifies servant 
leadership in her selfless giving. She is positive, upbeat and 
gives life to our gatherings. We celebrate her life and 
accomplishments and as Pope Francis aptly said her 
“enduring fruitfulness”. 

 

All Creatures of our God and King 
 
What a glorious spring season these last three months have been. We have 
delighted in the abundance of wildlife and birds. There are windows on the three 
sides of our house where we spend most of our time. It’s only natural for us to look 
outside and notice movement or something in the view that just doesn’t fit. April 
brought birds- Baltimore orioles, wrens, gold finches, bluebirds—such variety that 
it often sent us to the bird books to decide who was who. A yellow-bellied 
sapsucker flew into the area and to attract a suitable female, he practiced what 
sounded like Morse code on our rain gutters AND even the living room window. 
We couldn’t ignore him. We also enjoyed our neighborhood walker—a tom turkey 
who liked to get out early mornings and take a walk down the road. On another 
day a young jake turkey hustled across the backyard as wind gusts got under his 
feathers. We have enjoyed the aerial maneuvers of wood ducks and mergansers 
circling the house at full speed and then streaming out across the field to come 
back and do it all again. We have seen as many as a dozen deer at one time and 
have had the privilege of watching their social interactions. Twin fawns were born 
on our property and we saw how the mother instinctively groomed the little ones, 
and protected them by separating herself from them while she fed. We marveled at 
God’s design in the fawns’ spotted camouflage. As they grew, we watched their 
playfulness and speed as they raced around the yard. 
We have seen the courtship behavior of brown thrashers; the care and 
cooperation of a pair of doves as they gathered material for their nest and took 
turns sitting on the eggs and feeding the fledglings. 

We have been privileged to observe the spring young: a turkey with her poults, a 
hen pheasant, and chicks, rabbits, robins, etc. We’ve thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
the “hop flight” of pheasant chicks and catching one of the fawns peeking in the 
basement windows. It seems like we are living in a classroom with nature as your 
teacher. Everything created is offering a chorus of praise to its Designer. St. 
Francis considered all creation as a family of Our Father. Join in the celebration 
and seek, soak, and savor the beauty and peace 

All Creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and let us sing, Oh Praise 
Him, Alleluia 

~Submitted by Sandy Tuszynski 

 


